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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R, §1.56 AND 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 

Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Submitted herewith on Form PTO SB/08 is a listing of a document known to 
Applicants in order to comply with Applicants' duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR 
§1.56. A copy of each listed document is being submitted to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR § 1 .97 - § 1 .98. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not 
intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of 
the present application or that such document is considered material to patentability as 
defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b). Applicants do not waive any rights to take any action 
which would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference 
any document which is determined to be a prima facie art reference against the claims 
of the present application. 
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TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The instant Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing 
date of the first action and of either a final action or notice of allowance under the 
provisions of 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c), and is accompanied by a statement specified in 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(e). 

STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(E) 
The undersigned hereby states in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1) that each 
item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in 
a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three (3) month prior to the filing of this Statement. 

RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

The documents listed on the attached PTO/SB/08 were cited as being relevant during 
the prosecution of the corresponding Japanese application. A copy of an English 
language abstract of the listed documents, if available, is being provided. The absence 
of a translation or an English-language counterpart document does not relieve the PTO 
from its duty to consider this document (37 C.F.R. § 1 .98 and M.P.E.P § 609) 
The Examiner in the corresponding Japanese Patent Application has commented as 
follows: 

In a written opinion, the applicant asserts that "In Cited Literature 1 
(Patent Application HI 0-290732), with regard to the method of forming 
the columnar spacer, the structure is formed in a sequence of switching 
element followed by interlayer film — ► color filter layer — ► pixel electrode 
— > column orientation film. Namely, the invention described in Cited 
Literature 1 has an overcoatless arrangement, which brings concerns of 
decreased reliability due to bleeding of impurities from the color layer, 
and decreased precision of column height due to variation of color film 
thickness. 

On the other hand, the forming of the columnar spacer in the invention 
of the present application, unlike the invention described in Cited 
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Literature 1, involves forming in the sequence of switching element 
color filter layer overcoat layer TFT side transparent pixel electrode 
— > column orientation film, whereby the column is formed inside the 
contact hole, thus making it possible to improve control of column height 
by reducing film thickness variation of the layer below the column. 
Therefore, the invention of the present application and the invention 
disclosed in Cited Literature 1 are substantially different." 
However, the invention as per Claims 1 through 6 as amended does not 
have a structure "formed in the sequence of switching element — + color 
filter layer overcoat layer — ► TFT side transparent pixel electrode 
column orientation film". 

Therefore, the above assertion of the applicant is not based on the 
inventions according to the claims, and thus cannot be accepted. 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may 
be required regarding this application under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-0872. Should no proper payment be 
enclosed herewith, as by a check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, 
otherwise improper or informal or even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized 
to charge the unpaid amount to Deposit Account No. 50-0872. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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